




For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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PurplePoll
Overall:January 2012

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 49%
Gingrich: 43%
Not sure: 9%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 46%
Romney: 44%
Not sure: 10%

Favorable: 31% 
Unfavorable: 56% 
Not sure: 13% 

Gingrich Favorability

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 30% 
Unfavorable: 54% 
Not sure: 16%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 23% 
Gingrich: 42% 
Not sure: 35%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 33% 
Gingrich: 25% 
Not sure: 41%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 47% 
Not relevant: 43% 
Not sure: 10%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 45% 
Tax/spending: 48% 
Not sure: 7%

Obama Approval Handling Economy: Obama or Gingrich
Approve: 45% 
Disapprove: 50% 
Not sure: 6%

Obama: 45% 
Gingrich: 41% 
Not sure: 14%
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Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 42%
Romney: 43%
Not sure: 15%

Change from Sept.

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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PurplePoll
January 2012

By Region 1 of 3

Florida

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 47%
Gingrich: 46%
Not sure: 7%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 44%
Romney: 46%
Not sure: 10%

Favorable: 40% 
Unfavorable: 51% 
Not sure: 9% 

Gingrich Favorability

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 36% 
Unfavorable: 53% 
Not sure: 11%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 26% 
Gingrich: 42% 
Not sure: 32%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 35% 
Gingrich: 25% 
Not sure: 40%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 49% 
Not relevant: 41% 
Not sure: 10%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 41% 
Tax/spending: 52% 
Not sure: 7%

Obama Approval Handling Economy: Obama or Gingrich
Approve: 40% 
Disapprove: 56% 
Not sure: 4%

Obama: 45% 
Gingrich: 41% 
Not sure: 15%

Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 41%
Romney: 45%
Not sure: 13%



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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PurplePoll
January 2012

By Region 2 of 3

The Wild West The Heartland

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 51%
Gingrich: 40%
Not sure: 9%

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 51%
Gingrich: 39%
Not sure: 10%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 47%
Romney: 42%
Not sure: 11%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 49%
Romney: 42%
Not sure: 9%

Favorable: 29% 
Unfavorable: 56% 
Not sure: 15% 

Gingrich Favorability
Favorable: 24% 
Unfavorable: 62% 
Not sure: 14% 

Gingrich Favorability

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 28% 
Unfavorable: 54% 
Not sure: 17%

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 32% 
Unfavorable: 51% 
Not sure: 17%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 24% 
Gingrich: 40% 
Not sure: 36%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 21% 
Gingrich: 41% 
Not sure: 38%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 31% 
Gingrich: 29% 
Not sure: 40%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 35% 
Gingrich: 20% 
Not sure: 45%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 43% 
Not relevant: 48% 
Not sure: 9%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 48% 
Not relevant: 39% 
Not sure: 13%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 43% 
Tax/spending: 51% 
Not sure: 7%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 49% 
Tax/spending: 44% 
Not sure: 8%

Obama Approval Obama ApprovalHandling Economy: Obama or Gingrich Handling Economy: Obama or Gingrich
Approve: 47% 
Disapprove: 49% 
Not sure: 5%

Approve: 48% 
Disapprove: 47% 
Not sure: 5%

Obama: 48% 
Gingrich: 38% 
Not sure: 14%

Obama: 47% 
Gingrich: 39% 
Not sure: 14%
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Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 46%
Romney: 41%
Not sure: 13%

Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 42%
Romney: 42%
Not sure: 16%

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Nov. Change from Nov.

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Nov. Change from Nov.



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

The Southern SwingThe Rust Belt
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PurplePoll
January 2012

By Region 3 of 3

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 48%
Gingrich: 42%
Not sure: 10%

2012: Obama vs. Gingrich
Obama: 47%
Gingrich: 45%
Not sure: 8%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 45%
Romney: 43%
Not sure: 12%

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 44%
Romney: 46%
Not sure: 9%

Favorable: 30% 
Unfavorable: 60% 
Not sure: 10% 

Gingrich Favorability
Favorable: 35% 
Unfavorable: 50% 
Not sure: 15% 

Gingrich Favorability

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 27% 
Unfavorable: 54% 
Not sure: 18%

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 33% 
Unfavorable: 52% 
Not sure: 15%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 22% 
Gingrich: 43% 
Not sure: 35%

GOP candidate more likely to
win debate vs. Obama
Romney: 24% 
Gingrich: 40% 
Not sure: 36%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 32% 
Gingrich: 27% 
Not sure: 41%

GOP candidate more likely to
defeat Obama
Romney: 36% 
Gingrich: 24% 
Not sure: 40%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 48% 
Not relevant: 43% 
Not sure: 9%

Gingrich’s personal life:
relevant/not relavant
Relevant: 46% 
Not relevant: 44% 
Not sure: 10%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 45% 
Tax/spending: 49% 
Not sure: 6%

Bigger problem: Tax breaks for special
interest/wealthy OR too much taxing,
spending and debt? 
Tax breaks: 44% 
Tax/spending: 50% 
Not sure: 7%

Obama Approval Obama ApprovalHandling Economy: Obama or Gingrich Handling Economy: Obama or Gingrich
Approve: 41% 
Disapprove: 51% 
Not sure: 7%

Approve: 42% 
Disapprove: 53% 
Not sure: 5%

Obama: 41% 
Gingrich: 43% 
Not sure: 16%

Obama: 46% 
Gingrich: 42% 
Not sure: 13%
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Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 36%
Romney: 43%
Not sure: 20%

Handling Economy: Obama or Romney
Obama: 43%
Romney: 45%
Not sure: 12%

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Nov. Change from Nov.

Change from Sept. Change from Sept.

Change from Nov. Change from Nov.



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

Complete Questionnaire

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia

PurplePoll
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January 2012

Do you approve or disapprove of the job Barack 
Obama is doing as president?

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable
view of Mitt Romney? 

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable
view of Newt Gingrich? 

If the 2012 presidential election were held today and 
the candidates were: Democrat Barack Obama and 
Republican Mitt Romney, for whom would you vote? 

If the 2012 presidential election were held today and 
the candidates were: Democrat Barack Obama and 

Republican Newt Gingrich, for whom would you vote? 

Who do you think would do better at handling the 
economy and creating jobs? 

Who do you think would do better at handling the 
economy and creating jobs? 

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Newt Gingrich

Newt Gingrich

Mitt Romney

Mitt Romney

Unfavorable

Unfavorable

Not sure

Barack Obama

Barack Obama

Barack Obama

Barack Obama

Favorable

Favorable

Disapprove

Approve

Male Female GOP Ind Dem Coll+Non-Coll

RegionStates

Nov‘11 Sept‘11 FLDec’11Total

% %%% Gender Party Education

Fielded 1/23-1/26, using automated telephone interviews and RDD sample. Total N size=1602 likely voters, margin of error +/2.5. Regional margins of errors (with oversamples) are +/-4.4. The same is true in Florida.

Questionnaire 1 of 2
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For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

Complete Questionnaire

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia

PurplePoll
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January 2012

Which Republican candidate would be more likely 
to win a debate with President Obama? 

Which Republican candidate would be more likely 
to defeat President Obama? 

Which do you think is the 
bigger problem? Government 

policies that give the wealthy and 
special interests tax breaks at the 

expense of the middle class or 
Government policies that tax and 

spend too much, putting us 
deeper in debt? 

Is information about Newt Gingrich’s personal life relevant 
to you as you evaluate his candidacy for president, or is it not 
relevant to you as you evaluate his candidacy for president? Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Government policies that give the 
wealthy and special interests tax breaks 
at the expense of the middle class

Government policies that tax and spend 
too much, putting us deeper in debt

Not sure

Not relevant

Newt Gingrich

Newt Gingrich

Relevant

Mitt Romney

Mitt Romney

Male Female GOP Ind Dem Coll+Non-Coll

RegionStates

Nov‘11 Sept‘11 FLDec’11Total

% %%% Gender Party Education

Fielded 1/23-1/26, using automated telephone interviews and RDD sample. Total N size=1602 likely voters, margin of error +/2.5. Regional margins of errors (with oversamples) are +/-4.4. The same is true in Florida.
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