




For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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Overall:February 2012

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia

Direction of Country
Right direction: 32% 
Wrong track: 60%
Not sure: 9%  

Direction of Economy
Getting better: 36% 
Getting worse: 37%
Staying about the same: 26% 
Not sure: 1%

Responsible for Economy
Obama: 56% 
GOP in Congress: 31% 
Neither: 8%
Not sure: 5%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 49% 
Romney: 39% 
Not sure: 13%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 47% 
Santorum: 42% 
Not sure: 10%

Obama handling contraception
and insurance
Approve: 37% 
Disapprove: 49% 
Not sure: 14%

Obama Approval
Approve: 44% 
Disapprove: 50% 
Not sure: 6%

+3
-3
-1

+12
-11

0

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 27% 
Unfavorable: 57% 
Not sure: 16%

-5
+18
-13

Change from Sept.

Favorable: 38% 
Unfavorable: 43% 
Not sure: 19% 

Santorum Favorability

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 47%
Romney: 43%
Not sure: 10%

+4
-3
-1

Change from Sept.

2012: Obama vs. Santorum
Obama: 46%
Santorum: 44%
Not sure: 9%

GOP Nomination Process
Strengthening nominee: 21% 
Weakening nominee: 53% 
Not sure: 26%



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  
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PurplePoll
February 2012

By Region 1 of 2

The Wild West The Heartland

Direction of Country
Right direction: 33% 
Wrong track: 61%
Not sure: 6%  

Direction of Economy
Getting better: 37% 
Getting worse: 36%
Staying about the same: 26% 
Not sure: 1%

Responsible for Economy
Obama: 58% 
GOP in Congress: 29% 
Neither: 7%
Not sure: 6%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 47% 
Romney: 40% 
Not sure: 14%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 43% 
Santorum: 45% 
Not sure: 12%

Obama handling contraception
and insurance
Approve: 41% 
Disapprove: 47% 
Not sure: 12%

Obama Approval
Approve: 46% 
Disapprove: 48% 
Not sure: 6%

+6
-5
-1

+11
-8
-2

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 27% 
Unfavorable: 57% 
Not sure: 16%

-2
+14
-13

Change from Sept.

Favorable: 33% 
Unfavorable: 49% 
Not sure: 18% 

Santorum Favorability

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 47%
Romney: 44%
Not sure: 9%

+5
-1
-4

Change from Sept.

2012: Obama vs. Santorum
Obama: 46%
Santorum: 47%
Not sure: 7%

GOP Nomination Process
Strengthening nominee: 21% 
Weakening nominee: 59% 
Not sure: 20%

Direction of Country
Right direction: 32% 
Wrong track: 59%
Not sure: 10%  

Direction of Economy
Getting better: 37% 
Getting worse: 32%
Staying about the same: 29% 
Not sure: 1%

Responsible for Economy
Obama: 57% 
GOP in Congress: 28% 
Neither: 11%
Not sure: 4%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 51% 
Romney: 33% 
Not sure: 16%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 47% 
Santorum: 42% 
Not sure: 12%

Obama handling contraception
and insurance
Approve: 34% 
Disapprove: 49% 
Not sure: 17%

Obama Approval
Approve: 43% 
Disapprove: 49% 
Not sure: 9%

-3
+2
+3

+12
-11

-1

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 22% 
Unfavorable: 61% 
Not sure: 18%

-8
+16

-7

Change from Sept.

Favorable: 34% 
Unfavorable: 49% 
Not sure: 17% 

Santorum Favorability

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 48%
Romney: 39%
Not sure: 14%

0
-5
+6

Change from Sept.

2012: Obama vs. Santorum
Obama: 47%
Santorum: 42%
Not sure: 11%

GOP Nomination Process
Strengthening nominee: 18% 
Weakening nominee: 56% 
Not sure: 26%



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

The Southern SwingThe Rust Belt
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PurplePoll
February 2012

By Region 2 of 2

Direction of Country
Right direction: 26% 
Wrong track: 65%
Not sure: 9%  

Direction of Economy
Getting better: 32% 
Getting worse: 41%
Staying about the same: 26% 
Not sure: 0%

Responsible for Economy
Obama: 59% 
GOP in Congress: 28% 
Neither: 8%
Not sure: 5%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 46% 
Romney: 40% 
Not sure: 15%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 44% 
Santorum: 43% 
Not sure: 12%

Obama handling contraception
and insurance
Approve: 34% 
Disapprove: 53% 
Not sure: 13%

Obama Approval
Approve: 40% 
Disapprove: 53% 
Not sure: 7%

-1
+1
+1

+9
-9
0

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 28% 
Unfavorable: 57% 
Not sure: 15%

-2
+16
-14

Change from Sept.

Favorable: 42% 
Unfavorable: 44% 
Not sure: 15% 

Santorum Favorability

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 44%
Romney: 46%
Not sure: 10%

+2
0

-1

Change from Sept.

2012: Obama vs. Santorum
Obama: 43%
Santorum: 48%
Not sure: 10%

GOP Nomination Process
Strengthening nominee: 21% 
Weakening nominee: 53% 
Not sure: 25%

Direction of Country
Right direction: 35% 
Wrong track: 58%
Not sure: 8%  

Direction of Economy
Getting better: 37% 
Getting worse: 37%
Staying about the same: 24% 
Not sure: 2%

Responsible for Economy
Obama: 55% 
GOP in Congress: 33% 
Neither: 8%
Not sure: 5%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 47% 
Romney: 43% 
Not sure: 10%

“Cares about people like you”
Obama: 47% 
Santorum: 45% 
Not sure: 8%

Obama handling contraception
and insurance
Approve: 39% 
Disapprove: 48% 
Not sure: 13%

Obama Approval
Approve: 46% 
Disapprove: 50% 
Not sure: 4%

+7
-4
-3

+15
-15
+1

Change from Sept.

Change from Nov.

Romney Favorability
Favorable: 29% 
Unfavorable: 55% 
Not sure: 16%

-4
+19
-15

Change from Sept.

Favorable: 39% 
Unfavorable: 39% 
Not sure: 22% 

Santorum Favorability

2012: Obama vs. Romney
Obama: 47%
Romney: 45%
Not sure: 9%

+4
-3
0

Change from Sept.

2012: Obama vs. Santorum
Obama: 47%
Santorum: 45%
Not sure: 8%

GOP Nomination Process
Strengthening nominee: 23% 
Weakening nominee: 51% 
Not sure: 26%



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia
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Complete Questionnaire

Are things in this country generally going in 
the right direction or are they pretty seriously 

off on the wrong track? 

Do you approve or disapprove of the job 
Barack Obama is doing as president?

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable 
view of Mitt Romney? 

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable 
view of Rick Santorum? 

If the 2012 presidential election were held today and 
the candidates were: Democrat Barack Obama and 
Republican Mitt Romney, for whom would you vote? 

If the 2012 presidential election were held today and 
the candidates were: Democrat Barack Obama and 

Republican Rick Santorum, for whom would you vote? 

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Mitt Romney

Rick Santorum

Unfavorable

Unfavorable

Disapprove

Not sure

Barack Obama

Barack Obama

Favorable

Favorable

Approve

Wrong Track

Right Direction

Male Female GOP Ind Dem Coll+Non-Coll

Region

Dec‘11 Nov‘11 Sep‘11Jan’12Total

% % %%% Gender Party Education

Fielded 2/18-2/21, using automated telephone interviews and RDD sample. Total weighted N size=1343 likely voters, margin of error +/-2.7. Regional margins of error (with oversamples) is +/-4.3.
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Questionnaire 1 of 2



For more information, contact Doug Usher, Ph.D. [doug.usher@purplestrategies.com] at 703-548-7877.  

Not sure
Neither

GOP in Congress

Barack Obama

Complete Questionnaire %

Getting worse

Not sure

Staying about the same

The Wild West: Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico

The Heartland: Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

The Rust Belt: New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania

The Southern Swing: Florida, North Carolina, Virginia
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Questionnaire 2 of 2

Getting better

Complete Questionnaire
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Do you think the economy
is getting better, getting worse or

staying about the same?

Complete Questionnaire

Who is more responsible for the way the 
economy is going now: Barack Obama or

Republicans in Congress?

Which candidate do you 
think cares more about people like you: 

Barack Obama or Mitt Romney?

Which candidate do you 
think cares more about people like you: 

Barack Obama or Rick Santorum?

Do you believe the Republican presidential 
nomination process is strengthening or weakening 

the eventual Republican presidential nominee 
for the general election against Barack Obama? 

Do you approve or disapprove of the way 
that President Obama handled the issue of 

insurance coverage for contraceptives? Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Not sure

Disapprove

Rick Santorum

Weakening nominee

Mitt Romney

Not sure

Approve

Barack Obama

Strengthening nominee

Barack Obama

Male Female GOP Ind Dem Coll+Non-Coll

Region

Dec‘11 Nov‘11 Sep‘11Jan’12Total

% % %% Gender Party Education

Fielded 2/18-2/21, using automated telephone interviews and RDD sample. Total weighted N size=1343 likely voters, margin of error +/-2.7. Regional margins of error (with oversamples) is +/-4.3.
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